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THE TORAH OF LEADERSHIP 
 

Finding a Way Forward I Erica Brown I March 24, 2022 

 

James Tissot, “Moses Smiteth the Rock in the Desert,” Jewish Museum, New York 

Numbers 10: 29-34 

ר  ר אָמַֹּ֣ חְנוּ אֶל־הַמָקוֹם֙ אֲשֶֹּ֣ ים ׀ אֲנֶַׁ֗ ֹּ֣ ן מֹשֶה֒ נֹסְעִּ ֹּ֣ י֮ חֹת  דְיָנִּ ל הַמִּ ֹּ֣ חֹבָב בֶן־רְעוּא  ה לְְ֠ אמֶר מֹשֶֶׁ֗ ֹֹּ֣ ן לָכֶֶ֑ם לְכָ  וַי ֹּ֣ ה אֹת֖וֹ אֶת  ה יְהוָָ֔

ל׃  ִּֽ שְרָא  בֶר־ט֖וֹב עַל־יִּ י־יְהוָָ֥ה דִּ ִּֽ ךְ כִּ בְנוּ לָָ֔ טַֹּ֣ נוּ֙ וְה  תָ֙  אִּ

ךְ׃   ִּֽ ל  י א  ֖ י וְאֶל־מוֹלַדְתִּ ִ֛ ם־אֶל־אַרְצִּ י אִּ ִּ֧ ךְ כִּ ֶ֑ ל  א א  ֹֹּ֣ יו ל לָ֖ אמֶר א  ָֹ֥  וַי

ר  דְבָָ֔ נוּ֙ בַמִּ עְתָ חֲנֹת ֙ ן יָדֶַׁ֗ ֹּ֣ י ׀ עַל־כ  ֹּ֣ נוּ כִּ ב אֹתֶָ֑ אמֶר אַל־נָ֖א תַעֲזֹֹּ֣ ֹֹּ֕ ם׃  וַי ָֽיִּ ינִָּֽ נוּ לְע  יתָ לָ֖ ָ֥ וְהָיִּ  

ךְ׃  בְנוּ לִָּֽ טַָ֥ נוּ וְה  מָ֖ יב יְהוִָ֛ה עִּ ִּ֧ ר י יטִּ וּא אֲשֶֶׁ֨ וֹב הַהֶׁ֗ נוּ וְהָיָֹּ֣ה ׀ הַטֹּ֣ מֶָ֑ ךְ עִּ ֹּ֣ ל  י־ת  וְהָיָ֖ה כִּ  

רֶ  ם דֶֶּ֚ פְנ יהֶֶׁ֗ עַ לִּ ֹּ֣ ה נֹס  ית־יְהוָָ֜ וֹן בְרִּ ים וַאֲרֶׁ֨ ֶ֑ שֶת יָמִּ רֶךְ שְלֹּ֣ ה דֶ֖ ר יְהוָָ֔ הַֹּ֣ סְעוּ֙ מ  ה׃  וַיִּ ם מְנוּחִָּֽ וּר לָהֶ֖ ים לָתָ֥ שֶת יָמִָּ֔ ךְ שְלֹּ֣  

יךָ פָנִֶּֽ יךָ מִּ ָ֥סוּ מְשַנְאֶ֖ יךָ וְיָנ  יְבֶָ֔ צוּ֙ אִֹּֽ ה וְיָפ ֙ ה ׀ יְהוֶָׁ֗ ה קוּמָֹּ֣ אמֶר מֹשֶֶ֑ ֹֹּ֣ ן וַי עַ הָאָרֹ֖ נְסָֹ֥ י בִּ ִ֛ ׃  וַיְהִּ  
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Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting 
out for the place of which the Lord has said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us and we 
will be generous with you; for the Lord has promised to be generous to Israel.” “I will 
not go,” he replied to him, “but will return to my native land.” He said, “Please do not 
leave us, inasmuch as you know where we should camp in the wilderness and can be 
our guide. So if you come with us, we will extend to you the same bounty that the 
Lord grants us.” They marched from the mountain of the Lord a distance of three 
days. The Ark of the Covenant of the Lord traveled in front of them on that three 
days’ journey to seek out a resting place for them. When the Ark was to set out, 
Moses would say: Advance, O Lord! May Your enemies be scattered, and may Your 
foes flee before You! 

Reflective Question 

Describe a moment when you felt overwhelmed and you couldn’t figure out a way 
forward. 

Leadership Challenge 

Who seems overwhelmed in your leadership circles right now? Who could use your 
counsel? 
 

 


