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THE TORAH OF LEADERSHIP 
 

Leadership and Personal Crisis I Erica Brown I February 17, 2022 

 

 
Pietro Perugino, “Moses's Journey into Egypt and the Circumcision of His Son Eliezer” (c.1482), Sistine Chapel, 

Vatican City 

 

Exodus 4: 21-26 

וּב  אמֶר יְהֹוָה֮ אֶל־מֹשֶה֒ בְלֶכְתְךָ֙ לָשֹּ֣ ֹֹּ֣ ֹּ֣ק אֶת־ וַי ה וַאֲנִיָ֙ אֲחַז  ֹּ֣י פַרְעֹֹ֑ ם לִפְנ  ך וַעֲשִיתָָ֖ מְתִי בְיָדֶַ֔ פְתִיםָ֙ אֲשֶר־שַֹּ֣ ל־הַמֹֹּֽ ה כׇּ יְמָה רְא ֵ֗ מִצְרַַ֔

ם׃ ח אֶת־הָעָֹּֽ א יְשַלַָ֖ ֹֹ֥ וֹ וְל   לִבַ֔

ל׃ ֹּֽ י יִשְרָא  י בְכֹרִָ֖ ה בְנִֹ֥ ר יְהֹוַָ֔ ה אָמַֹּ֣ ה כֹֹּ֚   וְאָמַרְתָָ֖ אֶל־פַרְעֹֹ֑

יך לֵֶ֗ ר א  ך׃וָאֹמַֹּ֣ ג אֶת־בִנְךָ֖ בְכֹרֶֹּֽ ַ֔ י הֹר  וֹ הִנ הָ֙ אָנֹכִֹּ֣ ן לְשַלְחֹ֑ ָ֖ נִי וַתְמָא  עַבְד ַ֔ ח אֶת־בְנִיָ֙ וְיַֹּֽ    שַלַַּ֤

וֹ׃ ש הֲמִיתֹּֽ ָ֖ ה וַיְבַק  הוּ יְהֹוַָ֔ ֹּ֣ וֹן וַיִפְגְש  רֶךְ בַמָלֹ֑ י בַדֶָ֖   וַיְהִֹ֥

הּ ת בְנַָ֔ רְלַֹּ֣ ר וַתִכְרֹתָ֙ אֶת־עׇּ ה צֵֹ֗ ח צִפֹרָָ֜ י׃וַתִקַַּ֨ ה לִֹּֽ ים אַתָָ֖ י חֲתַן־דָמִִ֛ אמֶר כִִּ֧ יו וַתֹֹּ֕    וַתַגַָ֖ע לְרַגְלָֹ֑

ת׃  ים לַמוּלֹּֽ ן דָמִָ֖ ה חֲתַֹ֥ מְרַָ֔ ז אָֹּֽ נוּ אָֹּ֚ רֶף מִמֶֹ֑  וַיִָ֖
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And the Lord said to Moses, “When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before 
Pharaoh all the marvels that I have put within your power. I, however, will stiffen his 
heart so that he will not let the people go. Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says 
the Lord: Israel is My first-born son. I have said to you, “Let My son go, that he may 
worship Me,” yet you refuse to let him go. Now I will slay your first-born son.’” At a 
night encampment on the way, the Lord encountered him and sought to kill him. So 
Zipporah took a flint and cut off her son’s foreskin, and touched his legs with it, 
saying, “You are truly a bridegroom of blood to me!” And when He let him alone, she 
added, “A bridegroom of blood because of the circumcision.”  

Reflective Question 

When has your leadership required too much of your body? 

Leadership Challenge 

When has your leadership been “interrupted” by a family crisis and how did you 
handle it? 

 


