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Pieter Breugel the Elder, “The (Great) Tower of Babel,” oil, 1563 (45 by 61) Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna 

 

Genesis 11:1-9 

ים׃ ִֽ ים אֲחָד  ָ֖ ת וּדְבָר  ה אֶחָָ֑ רֶץ שָפָָ֣ י כׇל־הָאָָ֖ ִ֥ ַֽיְה  ִֽ   ו 

ם׃ ִ֥שְבוּ שִָֽ י  נְעָָ֖ר ו  רֶץ ש  ה בְאִֶ֥ קְעָָ֛ וּ ב  מְצְאִ֥ ַֽי  ִֽ דֶם ו  קֶָ֑ י בְנׇסְעָָ֣ם מ  ָ֖ ַֽיְה  ִֽ   ו 

ֹּאמְר֞וּ י מִָ֔ ו  ח  ָ֣ בֶן וְה  נָה֙ לְאִָ֔ לְב  ם ה  י לָהֶֶ֤ תְה ִ֨ ה ו  פָָ֑ שְר  ה ל  שְרְפָָ֖ ים וְנ  נ ִ֔ לְבְנָָ֣ה לְב  בָה נ  הוּ הָָ֚ ע ֵ֗ יש אֶל־ר  ָ֣ מֶר׃ א  חִֹּֽ ם ל  ר הָיִָ֥ה לָהֶָ֖   

בָה  ֹּאמְר֞וּ הָָ֣ י ָ֑  ׀ו  נוּ ש  עֲשֶה־לָָ֖ ִֽ ם וְנ  י  שָמ ִ֔ וֹ ב  גְדָל֙ וְרֹּאשָ֣ יר וּמ  נוּ ע ֵ֗ בְנֶה־לָָ֣ רֶץ׃נ  ִ֥י כׇל־הָאִָֽ ל־פְנ  וּץ ע  ם פֶן־נָפָ֖   

ם׃ ִ֥י הָאָדִָֽ וּ בְנ  ר בָנָ֖ ל אֲשִֶ֥ גְדָָ֑ מ  יר וְאֶת־ה  ָ֖ ת אֶת־הָע  רְאִֹּ֥ ה ל  וִָ֔ ַָֽ֣רֶד יְהֹּ י    ו 

הִֶ֔  ר מ  ָ֣ בָצ  א־י  ִֹּֽ תָה֙ ל וֹת וְע  עֲשָ֑ לָָ֣ם ל  ח  ם וְזֶָ֖ה ה  ת֙ לְכֻלִָ֔ ח  ה א  ֶ֤ם אֶחָד֙ וְשָפֶָ֤ ן ע  ָ֣ ה ה  וֵָ֗ אמֶר יְהֹּ ָֹּ֣ י וֹת׃ו  עֲשִֽ ִֽ וּ ל  ר יָזְמָ֖ ל אֲשִֶ֥ ם כָֹּ֛   
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הוּ׃ ִֽ ע  ת ר  ִ֥ יש שְפ  ָ֖ וּ א  שְמְעִ֔ א י  ָֹּ֣ ם אֲשֶר֙ ל ם שְפָתָָ֑ ה וְנָבְלִָ֥ה שָָ֖ ַֽרְדִָ֔ ִֽ בָה נ    הָָ֚

יר׃ ִֽ ת הָע  בְנִֹּ֥ וּ ל  ַֽי חְדְלָ֖ ִֽ רֶץ ו  ָ֣י כׇל־הָאָָ֑ ל־פְנ  ם ע  שָָ֖ ם מ  תָָ֛ וִָ֥ה אֹּ פֶץ יְהֹּ יִָ֨   ו 

א שְמָה֙  ן קָרֶָ֤ ל־כ ֞ רֶ  ע  ָ֖י כׇל־הָאִָֽ ל־פְנ  ה ע  וִָ֔ ם יְהֹּ יצָָ֣ שָם֙ הֱפ  רֶץ וּמ  ת כׇל־הָאָָ֑ ָ֣ וָָ֖ה שְפ  ל יְהֹּ ִ֥ ם בָל  י־שָָ֛ ל כ  בָבִֶ֔  

 

Everyone on earth had the same language and the same words. And as they migrated from the 
east, they came upon a valley in the land of Shinar and settled there. They said to one another, 
“Come, let us make bricks and burn them hard.”—Brick served them as stone, and bitumen 
served them as mortar.— And they said, “Come, let us build us a city, and a tower with its top 
in the sky, to make a name for ourselves; else we shall be scattered all over the world.” The 
Lord came down to look at the city and tower that humans had built, and the Lord said, “If, as 
one people with one language for all, this is how they have begun to act, then nothing that they 
may propose to do will be out of their reach. Let us, then, go down and confound their speech 
there, so that they shall not understand one another’s speech.” Thus the Lord scattered them 
from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city. That is why it 
was called Babel, because there the Lord confounded the speech of the whole earth; and from 
there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

Reflective Question 
 
When has a collaborative leadership project you’ve worked on gone terribly wrong? Why? 
 
Leadership Challenge 
 
How can you make a current leadership commitment more meaningfully collaborative? 


