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Genesis 38:24-30 

י  ִ֣ ִֹ֣  ׀וַיְה  ים וַי ִ֑ זְנוּנ  ה ל  ֵּ֥ה הָרָָ֖ נ  ךָ וְגַַ֛ם ה  ר כַלָת ֶ֔ נְתָה֙ תָמִָ֣ אמֹר֙ זִָֽ ִֽ ה ל  יהוּדָָ֤ ִֽ ד ל  ים וַיֻּגַַּ֨ ש חֳדָש ִׁ֗ שְלִ֣ ף׃כְמ  ִֽ שָר  וּהָ וְת  יאָ֖ ה הוֹצ  ר יְהוּדֶָ֔ אמ    

 ִ֣ ר־א  יש֙ אֲש  ר לְא  אמֶֹ֔ יהָ֙ ל  ֙ ל־חָמ  ה א  יא שָלְחָָ֤ את וְה ַּ֨ וא מוּצ ִׁ֗ ִ֣ הה  ָ֖ ים וְהַמַט  ַ֛ יל  ת וְהַפְת  מ  ֶ֧ י הַחֹת  א לְמ ִ֞ ר־נֶָ֔ ר֙ הַכ  אמ  ה וַתֹ֙ י הָרִָ֑ ָ֖ וֹ אָנֹכ  ה לֶ֔ ל   

ה׃ ל  ִֽ   הָא 

וֹד לְ  ף עָ֖ א־יָסֵַּ֥ ִֹֽ י וְל ִ֑ ה בְנ  לִָ֣ יהָ לְש  ָ֖ ן לאֹ־נְתַת  ֵּ֥ י־עַל־כ  ִֽ י כ  נ  מ ֶ֔ ה מ  דְקִָ֣ ר֙ צִָֽ אמ  ֹ֙ ה וַי ר יְהוּדִָׁ֗ ִ֣ הּ׃וַיַכ  דַעְתִָֽ   

י ָ֖ הּ׃ וַיְה  טְנִָֽ ים בְב  ָ֖ ֵּ֥ה תְאוֹמ  נ  הּ וְה  דְתִָ֑ ת ל  ִ֣ בְע    

ה׃ אשֹנִָֽ א ר  ָ֖ה יָצֵָּ֥ ר ז  אמֶֹ֔ י֙ ל  וֹ שָנ  ר עַל־יָדָ֤ קְשַֹּ֨ ת וַת  ד  ח הַמְיַל ִׁ֗ קִַ֣ ן־יִָ֑ד וַת  ת  הּ וַי  דְתָָ֖ י בְל  ֵּ֥   וַיְה 

י  ִ֣ ר מַה־פָ  ׀וַיְה  אמ  יו וַתֹֹּ֕ א אָח ֶ֔ נ ה֙ יָצִָ֣ וֹ וְה  יב יָדִׁ֗ ִ֣ ש  ץ׃כְמ  ר  וֹ פִָֽ א שְמָ֖ קְרֵָּ֥ ץ וַי  ר  יךָ פִָ֑ ִ֣ צְתָ עָל  רַָ֖   

ָֽרַח  וֹ זִָֽ א שְמָ֖ קְרֵָּ֥ י וַי  ִ֑ וֹ הַשָנ  ר עַל־יָדָ֖ ֵּ֥ יו אֲש  א אָח ֶ֔  וְאַחַר֙ יָצִָ֣



 

 

 

About three months later, Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has played the harlot; 
in fact, she is with child by harlotry.” “Bring her out,” said Judah, “and let her be burned.” As 
she was being brought out, she sent this message to her father-in-law, “I am with child by the 
man to whom these belong.” And she added, “Examine these: whose seal and cord and staff 
are these?”  

Judah recognized them, and said, “She is more in the right than I, inasmuch as I did not give her 
to my son Shelah.” And he was not intimate with her again. When the time came for her to give 
birth, there were twins in her womb! While she was in labor, one of them put out his hand, and 
the midwife tied a crimson thread on that hand, to signify: This one came out first. But just then 
he drew back his hand, and out came his brother; and she said, “What a breach you have made 
for yourself!” So he was named Perez. Afterward his brother came out, on whose hand was the 
crimson thread; he was named Zerah. 

Reflective Question 
 
Think of the last uncomfortable leadership situation you were in. Describe it and evaluate how 
you handled it.  
 
Leadership Challenge 
 
What’s an uncomfortable truth you need to confront? What’s holding you back? What do you 
need to do to lean into it? 


