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A fresco of the daughter of Pharaoh drawing Moses from the Nile, from the synagogue in Dura-Europos, Syria. 

Museum of Damascus. 

 
Exodus 1:15-22 

ה׃ ַֽ ית פּוּע  נִֹ֖ ם הַשֵּׁ ֵׁ֥ ה וְשֵּׁ ַ֔ אַחַתֹּ֙ שִפְר  ַֽ ם ה  ֵׁ֤ ר שֵּׁ ת אֲשֶֶׁ֨ עִבְרִי ֹּ֑ ַֽ ת ה  מְיַלְד ֹ֖ יִם לַַֽ לֶךְ מִצְרַַ֔ אמֶרֹּ֙ מֶֶ֣   וַי ֹּ֙

וֹת עִבְרִיַ֔ ַֽ אמֶר בְיַלֶדְכֶןֹּ֙ אֶת־ה  י ה׃ וַי ֹּ֗ ַֽ ח  וא ו  ת הִֹ֖ וֹ וְאִם־בֵַׁ֥ תַ֔ ן א  ן הוּאֹּ֙ וַהֲמִתֶֶ֣ ֵׁ֥ ָֹּ֑֑יִם אִם־בֵּׁ אׇבְנ  ן עַל־ה  וּרְאִיתֶֹ֖   

יִם וַתְחַיֶֹ֖ין  אֶ  ֹּ֑ לֶךְ מִצְר  ן מֶֶ֣ יהֶֹ֖ ר אֲלֵּׁ ר דִבֵֶׁ֥ וּ כַאֲשֶֶׁ֛ שַ֔ א ע  ים וְל ֶ֣ אֱלֹהִַ֔ ֶ֣ תֹּ֙ אֶת־ה  מְיַלְד  אן  הַַֽ ים׃וַתִירֵֶׁ֤ דִַֽ ת־הַיְל    

לֶךְ־ א מֶַֽ ֵׁ֤ ים׃וַיִקְר  דִַֽ ר הַזֶֹּ֑ה וַתְחַיֶֹ֖ין  אֶת־הַיְל  ֶ֣ ב  ן הַד  וּעַ עֲשִיתֶֹ֖ ן מַדֵׁ֥ הֶַ֔ אמֶר ל  ת וַי ֶ֣ מְיַלְד ַ֔ יִםֹּ֙ לַַֽ מִצְרַֹּ֙   

רֶ  נ ה בְטֶֶׁ֨ וֹת הֵַּׁ֔ יֶ֣ י־ח  ת כִַֽ עִבְרִי ֹּ֑ ַֽ ת ה  ים הַמִצְרִי ֹ֖ א כַנ שִֶׁ֛ י ל ֹ֧ ה כִֶ֣ תֹּ֙ אֶל־פַּרְע ַ֔ מְיַלְד  רְן  הַַֽ וֹא אֲ וַת אמֵַׁ֤ בֹ֧ דוּ׃ם ת  ַֽ דֶת וְי ל  ן הַמְיַלֶֹ֖ הֶֶׁ֛ לֵּׁ   

ד׃ וּ מְא ַֽ עַצְמֹ֖ ם וַיַַֽ ֶׁ֛ ע  רֶב ה  ת וַיִֹ֧ מְיַלְד ֹּ֑ ים לַַֽ ֵׁ֥יטֶב אֱלֹהִֹ֖   וַיֵּׁ

ים׃ תִַֽ ם ב  הֶֹ֖ ים וַיֵַׁ֥עַש ל  אֱלֹהִֹּ֑ ת אֶת־ה  מְיַלְד ֹ֖ וּ הַַֽ י־י רְאֵׁ֥ י כִַֽ   וַיְהִִ֕

ן הַיִלֹּ֗  ֶ֣ ר כׇל־הַבֵּׁ אמ ֹּ֑ וֹ לֵּׁ ה לְכׇל־עַמֹ֖ ו פַּרְע ַ֔ וּן׃וַיְצֶַ֣ ת תְחַיַֽ הוּ וְכׇל־הַבַֹ֖ הֹּ֙ תַשְלִיכ ַ֔ ר  וֹד הַיְא ֶׁ֨  



 
 
The king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah 
and the other Puah, saying, “When you deliver the Hebrew women, look at the 
birthstool: if it is a boy, kill him; if it is a girl, let her live.” The midwives, fearing God, 
did not do as the king of Egypt had told them; they let the boys live. So the king of 
Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this thing, 
letting the boys live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are 
not like the Egyptian women: they are vigorous. Before the midwife can come to 
them, they have given birth.” And God dealt well with the midwives; and the people 
multiplied and increased greatly. And because the midwives feared God, He 
established households for them. Then Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, “Every 
boy that is born you shall throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.” 

Reflective Question 

Think of a time when you were subversive. Why and at what cost? 

Leadership Question 

When might an act of subversiveness in your leadership be more effective than 
playing by the rules? What are the dangers? 


