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. “Luck” or Providence?

Ruth 2:3

3And off she went. She came and gleaned in
a field, behind the reapers; and, as luck
would have it, it was the piece of land
belonging to Boaz, who was of Elimelekh’s
family.

Genesis 24:12

12And he said, “O LORD, God of my master
Abraham, grant me good fortune this day,
and deal graciously with my master
Abraham:

Genesis 27:20

20lsaac said to his son, “How did you succeed
so quickly, my son?” And he said, “Because
the LORD your God granted me good
fortune.”

| Samuel 6:9

sThen watch: If it goes up the road to Beth-
shemesh, to His own territory, it was He
who has inflicted this great harm on us. But
if not, we shall know that it was not His hand
that struck us; it just happened to us by
chance.”
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Il. A House for Ruth

Ruth 1:9

sMay the LORD grant that each of you find
security in the house of a husband!” And
she kissed them farewell. They broke into
weeping.

Ruth 3:1

1Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her,
“Daughter, | must seek a home for you,
where you may be happy.”

lll. Under Whose Wing?

Ruth 2:10-14

10She prostrated herself with her face to the
ground, and said to him, “Why are you so
kind as to single me out, when I am a
foreigner?” 11Boaz said in reply, “I have
been told of all that you did for your
mother-in-law after the death of your
husband, how you left your father and
mother and the land of your birth and came
to a people you had not known before.
12May the LORD reward your deeds. May
you have a full recompense from the LORD,
the God of Israel, under whose wings you
have sought refuge!” 13She answered, “You
are most kind, my lord, to comfort me and
to speak gently to your maidservant—
though | am not so much as one of your
maidservants.” 14At mealtime, Boaz said to
her, “Come over here and partake of the
meal, and dip your morsel in the vinegar.”
So she sat down beside the reapers. He
handed her roasted grain, and she ate her
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fill and had some left over.

Ruth 3:9 vannN
9“Who are you?” he asked. And she replied, PYID1 NN DY 1DIX MNP AN N
“l am your handmaid Ruth. Spread your DX 7N 2 ANAXRTY D

robe over your handmaid, for you are a
redeeming kinsman.”

IV. Who Is It Who Remembers His Kindness?

Ruth 2:20 32NN
20Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “N7UK' N7 KN N2 AN MY MNRALo
“Blessed be he of the LORD, who has not N7 NN D'DANNINI DYNDNX ITEN ATy
failed in His kindness to the living or to the INID 7NN YR 117 207 DY)

dead! For,” Naomi explained to her
daughter-in-law, “the man is related to us;
he is one of our redeeming kinsmen.”

NRSV: Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he by the Lord, whose kindness has not

III

forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a relative of ours, one of our

nearest kin.”

NIV: “The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped showing his
kindness to the living and the dead.” She added, “That man is our close relative; he is one of our
guardian-redeemers.”

Genesis 24:27 T2:TO N'WUKI]
27And said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of  Aty~N'7 WX DDYAX TR FIXR' N N2 NN L7
my master Abraham, who has not withheld N2’ NN TR DIN T DY INAXIITON
His steadfast faithfulness from my master. DTN DX

For | have been guided on my errand by the
LORD, to the house of my master’s
kinsmen.”

C. John Collins, “Ambiguity and Theology in Ruth: Ruth 1:21 and 2:20,” in Presbyterion 19:2 (1993),
pp. 97-102, at p. 100.

| am suggesting that the syntactic ambiguity is intentional. To be precise, | have no doubt that
Naomi herself meant either the Lord or Boaz as the referent of asher, but in the haste of ordinary
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conversation (as opposed to the careful language of literary craft), she framed the clause
ambiguously. The narrator found this useful in conveying his message. We are to ask... "YHWH or
Boaz?" But the right answer is "yes," since Boaz in the book of Ruth embodies aspects of the
character of God, most importantly his hesed.

V. “Have No Fear”

Ruth 3:11

11And now, daughter, have no fear. | will do
on your behalf whatever you ask, for all the
elders of my town know what a fine woman
you are.

Genesis 26:24

24That night the LORD appeared to him and
said, “l am the God of your father Abraham.
Fear not, for | am with you, and | will bless
you and increase your offspring for the sake
of My servant Abraham.”

Deuteronomy 1:21

21See, the LORD your God has placed the
land at your disposal. Go up, take
possession, as the LORD, the God of your
fathers, promised you. Fear not and be not
dismayed.

VI. God Intervenes

Ruth 4:13

13S0 Boaz married Ruth; she became his
wife, and he cohabited with her. The LORD
let her conceive, and she bore a son.

Ruth 1:6

6She started out with her daughters-in-law
to return from the country of Moab; for in
the country of Moab she had heard that the
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LORD had taken note of His people and
given them food.
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