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FROM SUKKOT TO HANUKKAH
INFUSING OUR FALL WITH JOY AND LIGHT

A Light at the End of a Very Long Tunnel: A Hope-Infused Source of Joy
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1) Psalms 126
(1) A song of ascents. When the LORD restores the fortunes of Zion —we see it asin a dream—
(2) our mouths shall be filled with laughter, our tongues, with songs of joy. Then shall they say
among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them!” (3) The LORD will do great
things for us and we shall rejoice. (4) Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like watercourses in the
Negeb. (5) They who sow in tears shall reap with songs of joy. (6) Though he goes along
weeping, carrying the seed-bag, he shall come back with songs of joy, carrying his sheaves.
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2) Taanit 5a:7

And with regard to that generation the verse says: “They who sow in tears shall reap with
songs of joy. Though he goes on his way weeping, who bears the measure of seed, he shall
come home with joy, bearing his sheaves” (Psalms 126:6). The Gemara asks: What is the
meaning of the expression: “Though he goes on his way weeping, who bears the measure of
seed”? Rabbi Yehuda said: An ox, when it plowed at that time, it went on its way weeping and
lamenting its labor; and yet upon its return, through the same furrow, it was able to eat the
young shoots [haziz] of crops that had already sprouted from the furrow. And this is the
meaning of the phrase: “He shall come home with songs of joy.”
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3) Genesis 38:12-30

(12) A long time afterward, Shua’s daughter, the wife of Judah, died. When his period of
mourning was over, Judah went up to Timnah to his sheepshearers, together with his friend
Hirah the Adullamite. (13) And Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is coming up to Timnah for
the sheepshearing.” (14) So she took off her widow’s garb, covered her face with a veil, and,
wrapping herself up, sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah; for she
saw that Shelah was grown up, yet she had not been given to him as wife. (15) When Judah saw
her, he took her for a harlot; for she had covered her face. (16) So he turned aside to her by the
road and said, “Here, let me sleep with you”—for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-
law. “What,” she asked, “will you pay for sleeping with me?” (17) He replied, “I will send a kid
from my flock.” But she said, “You must leave a pledge until you have sent it.” (18) And he said,
“What pledge shall | give you?” She replied, “Your seal and cord, and the staff which you carry.”
So he gave them to her and slept with her, and she conceived by him. (19) Then she went on her
way. She took off her veil and again put on her widow’s garb.

(20) Judah sent the kid by his friend the Adullamite, to redeem the pledge from the woman; but
he could not find her. (21) He inquired of the people of that town, “Where is the cult prostitute,
the one at Enaim, by the road?” But they said, “There has been no prostitute here.” (22) So he
returned to Judah and said, “l could not find her; moreover, the townspeople said: There has
been no prostitute here.” (23) Judah said, “Let her keep them, lest we become a laughingstock.
| did send her this kid, but you did not find her.”

(24) About three months later, Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has played the
harlot; in fact, she is with child by harlotry.” “Bring her out,” said Judah, “and let her be burned.”
(25) As she was being brought out, she sent this message to her father-in-law, “I am with child
by the man to whom these belong.” And she added, “Examine these: whose seal and cord and
staff are these?” (26) Judah recognized them, and said, “She is more in the right than |,
inasmuch as | did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he was not intimate with her again.
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(27) When the time came for her to give birth, there were twins in her womb! (28) While she
was in labor, one of them put out his hand, and the midwife tied a crimson thread on that hand,
to signify: This one came out first. (29) But just then he drew back his hand, and out came his
brother; and she said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” So he was named Perez.
(30) Afterward his brother came out, on whose hand was the crimson thread; he was named
Zerah.
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4) Sforno on Genesis 38:25:1
NN7W X'NINRXIN XD, even at this late stage in the trial when she was already on the way to the
site of her execution, Tamar did not despair, as she had a heart as stout as that of a lion.
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5) Ruth 4:18-22

(18) This is the line of Perez: Perez begot Hezron, (19) Hezron begot Ram, Ram begot Ammi-
nadab, (20) Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot Salmon, (21) Salmon begot Boaz, Boaz
begot Obed, (22) Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David.
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6)

Ancestral Mathematics

In order to be born, you needed:

2 parents

4 grandparents

8 great-grandparents

16 second great-grandparents
32 third great-grandparents

64 fourth great-grandparents
128 fifth great-grandparents
256 sixth great-grandparents
512 seventh great-grandparents
1,024 eighth great-grandparents
2,048 ninth great-grandparents

For you to be born today from 12 previous generations,
you needed a total of 4,094 ancestors over the last 400
years.

Think for a moment - How many struggles? How many
battles? How many difficulties? How much sadness?
How much happiness? How many love stories?

How many expressions of hope for the future? - did
your ancestors have to undergo for you to exist in this
present moment...
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7) "l always tell people, for me, hope doesn’t preclude feeling sadness or frustration or anger or
any other emotion that makes total sense. Hope isn’t an emotion, you know? Hope is not
optimism.’... Hope is a discipline. It's a commitment to the future that must manifest as action.
That discipline matters most when it is hardest. And when the stakes are highest. This is such a
moment, with much to lose, and much to win.”

Mariame Kaba

8) Is the glass half full or half empty...?



