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Source 1 — Leviticus 23:36

Seven days you shall bring offerings by fire to
the ETERNAL. On the eighth day you shall
observe a sacred occasion and bring an
offering by fire to the ETERNAL; it is an Atzeret
gathering: you shall not work at your
occupations.

Source 2 — Numbers 29:35-36

On the eighth day you shall hold an Atzeret

gathering; you shall not work at your occupations.

You shall present a burnt offering, an offering by
fire of pleasing odor to the ETERNAL; one bull,
one ram, seven yearling lambs, without blemish;

Source 3 — Rashi on Numbers 29:36:1

TnX '8 TNX 19 ONE BULLOCK, ONE RAM
— these are an allusion to Israel who form
one nation: “Stay with me a little longer”.
And this conveys the idea of God’s
affection for Israel — just like children who
think to take leave of their father to whom
he says, “Parting from you is very hard to
me; stay one day more”. —
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FROM SUKKOT TO HANNUKAH: INFUSING OUR FALL WITH JOY AND LIGHT



Source 4 — Kad HaKemach, Shemini Atzeret 1 ,Apn 1
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Now, Shemini Atzeret follows the seven days of
Sukkot, just as from the seven days of Pesach we
count seven week and the fiftieth day which is the day
of Giving the Torah (Shavuot) follows them. And the
days counted in between are like the Chol HaMo'ed
between the First and eighth days [of Sukkot]. It is for
this reason that Chazal refer to Shavuot as “Atzeret”
just as Shemini Atzeret which is called this in the AN 7¥ 1YY NTAY XN LD Andn
verses. This teaches you that Shemini Atzeret weighs DNIYI NN [N DI 71w AT
out equal to the day of Giving the Torah, and both are YV D'
called Atzeret.

Source 5 — Babylonian Talmud Beitzah 15b:15 1”0 NX
1”0:

Rabbi Yohanan said: And both of them derived their
opinions from the same verse [derived two meanings of the
same contradiction between the verses]. One verse states: “It
shall be a solemn assembly for the ETERNAL, your God”
(Deuteronomy 16:8), indicating a Festival dedicated to the
service of God, and one verse states: “It shall be a solemn
assembly for you” (Numbers 29:35), indicating a celebratory
assembly for the Jewish people. How is this to be reconciled?
Rabbi Eliezer holds that the two verses should be understood
as offering a choice: The day is to be either entirely for God, in
accordance with the one verse, or entirely For you, as per the
other verse; and Rabbi Yehoshua holds that it is possible to
fulfill both verses: Split the day into two, half of it For God and
halF of it For you.

Source 5a: Deuteronomy 16:8

DNYI INI* 21 NN
AIMD IWAT TNXR XN
,TO DNQT) MNIX TNX

R N7 nxy (N
ANIN TNXR 2INDI
nyy (07,00 12TN)

17 T XN DD7 NN

N7 1712 IX 720 TYIR
YYIN' 2171 07 17D IX

N7 rxn InP7n 120
D27 I'xnI

n:T’o 0"AT

(8) After eating unleavened bread six days, you shall hold a solemn gathering for
the LORD your God on the seventh day: you shall do no work
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Source 6 — Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, commentary on Numbers 29:35

On the eighth day, the voices of public rejoicing of
Sukkot cease. We no longer meditate
enthusiastically on the distant future of the
salvation of all humanity, but we gather silently
before God before returning to the present reality
that is not yet purified and is incomplete. Only then
can we return to the everyday service of God, for
our consciousness has been enriched and
transcended by the whole cycle of the festivals, and
the spirit which was aroused in us as we stood
before God. It will not take leave from us in all the
trials we may have to face.

Source 7 — Rabbi Eryn London, Shmini Atzeret
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So what is Shmini Atzeret? It is a day for us to think about everything that we just went through
over the past month. It is a way for us to stop and appreciate the holiday, and take in all that we
can. It is an opportunity to appreciate the extra time that we have with God. It is a chance to
appreciate the extra time have with our friends and family. It is a time appreciate the lack of

routine in our lives. It is a way for us to stop and mentally prepare ourselves for what will be coming

next - for what “acharei hachagim” will be.
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